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MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
The observant amongst you may well already have noticed something missing that
is usually included on this page. You’re correct – the usual mugshot of yours truly! I
thought about this for a little while before deciding that an image of a smiling,
satisfied-looking Chairman was not exactly accurate with the present mood being
one of the complete opposite!
When I last corresponded, we had just entered the New Year with a number of
Association changes underway and plans were afoot for our AGM and annual
‘Swing’ event with other attractions at the drawing board stage. Then along came the
coronavirus…………….
Our committee volunteer roles are all centred on providing as much support as we
can to those suffering from MND and their carers. This includes happy occasions
when we are able to meet up for a cup of tea or a lunch and enjoy a more formal get
together with the possibility of also raising some Branch funds. The press is full of
talk of the ‘lockup’ situation but I feel that it should be ‘locked in’ which is what we in
fact are! I’m sure that this feeling will be recognised by a number of our readers and
I really regret that all we can offer in the circumstances is a chat over the ‘phone. So
please do use us in any way in which it might be of benefit to your own position –
applicable ‘phone numbers and email addresses can be found elsewhere.
And finally…a plug for our 100 Club. Numbers are down and having had to cancel
two fund raising opportunities there is a chance to make up some leeway here.
Details further on.
Peter Thompson

WINNERS OF RECENT 100 CLUB DRAWS
At our last Branch Meeting in March we drew the final two winners for 2019.
February 2020 – Jim Stark

March 2020 – Anne Pratt

We are hoping that those who have joined the club in previous years will continue to support this
easy bit of fundraising. Forms were sent out earlier this year and many thanks to those who
have already joined – and apologies if your cheque has not yet been banked, it will be as soon
as things get a bit more normal.
If you have not yet joined in but would like to do so please contact Secretary Ruth with your
contact details and the “names” that you would like to be included, and you can pay the subs
online (£20 per year per name) to Lloyds Bank, sort code 30-96-09 Acct 02973838 and please
add the reference YDales100. You can of course apply by post by sending your information and
cheque to Ruth.
If you would like a form sending again (we quite understand that you may have mislaid the
original) then let Ruth know.

A FEW SNIPPETS FROM THE NATIONAL WEBSITE
#GetMNDonTheList – The Association are extremely concerned to learn that MND was omitted from
the UK Government’s “extremely vulnerable” persons list during Covid-19, so they launched this
campaign to help change things. Over 5,200 people have taken action and over 100 MPs have raised
the issue with the Government. The Association is delighted that as a result of the campaign, the
Northern Ireland Executive added MND to the shielding letter list. However, England and Wales have
not yet followed suit, a situation the Association finds unacceptable. When giving evidence to the
Health and Social Care Committee on 17 April, Health Secretary Matt Hancock said he is ‘open to
putting all people living with motor neurone disease on the list’. It’s crucial we keep the pressure on to
make this happen. All supporters are now urged to join our latest ‘Selfie action’ to help make some
noise on social media and show the Government they cannot keep ignoring our calls. To take part (i)
download and print the Selfie poster (ii) Write your message - see suggested messages below (iii) Take
a selfie or short video with your phone or other device (you can also ask someone else to take the
photo!) noting that landscape format is preferred, so we can add it to our gallery. (iv) Post it on your
Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook account using the hashtag #GetMNDonTheList and see the social
media posts below. (v) Don't forget to tag/mention the Department of Health and Social Care
@DHSCgovuk in your accompanying social media post. Also mention us @mndcampaigns or
@mndassoc in your selfies so we can see and share them. Even if you are not on social media you
can still take part by emailing your selfie to campaigns@mndassociation.org with your name and
message, and the Association will post it on our social media account for you! The Association will be
using the content that is shared across a range of our communications channels such as our website
and social media channels.
Shielding and protecting – Despite people living with MND not being identified as extremely
vulnerable persons we have received information confirming that people with MND living in England
can self-register as extremely vulnerable. Visit www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable and
follow these steps: 1. After confirming you live in England, and indicating if you’ve received a letter from
the NHS or not, enter your details as requested. 2. Tick “Yes I have one of the medical conditions on
the list”. We’ve had it confirmed that, in this instance, #MND will be classed as a ‘severe respiratory
condition’. You can also register by calling 0800 028 8327.

VIRTUAL TOURS
sorry these are really small, if you are getting Chatter by email you will be able to zoom in, if postal
readers would like an easier to read list please see our facebook page

OTLEY BEER FESTIVAL
On January 22nd Ruth Paynter from our
BMC attended the presentation for the
charity cheques from Otley Beer Festival.
In the first photo she is pictured with Jeff
Uttley MBE, chair of the organising
committee.

The event has been raising money
for, and presenting it to, the Parish
Church plus a variety of charities and
community groups since 2002. The
total raised to date is £105,600 and
from the £7,000 raised in November
2019 we were delighted to receive a
cheque for £1500.
The second photo includes people from
all the charities who received funds – as
well as ourselves these included Martin
House Hospice, Otley Parish Church
Scouts and Otley All Saints’ Parish
Church.
For those interested in these matters the
winning beer from the festival was
“Wilde Childe”

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT SUPERMARKETS
We have been sent this information so thought it might be helpful to pass it on.
Aldi & Morrisons are now offering a selection of set content food boxes, which look to be
deliverable in a very short time-frame and a couple of the supermarkets are offering volunteer
cards to enable people to prepay for shopping that will be collected by volunteers.
The Aldi information is at the bottom of the email, and there are also a few links below.
https://www.morrisons.com/food-boxes/
https://cards.asda.com/volunteer?utm_source=asdacom&utm_medium=feedthenation&utm_ter
m=volunteercard&utm_content=generic&utm_campaign=cards
https://www.sainsburysgiftcard.co.uk/

EVENTS FOR YOU
At present we can’t offer any events but thought the following might be of interest, it is being
organised by the West Yorkshire branch

BRANCH WEBSITE AND OTHER INFORMATION
Please let us know if you would like to publish something on either our facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/MNDYorkshiredales or our website www.mndyorkshiredales.co.uk .
Or perhaps you might like to contribute to Chatter? It would be lovely to publish something from
one of our members - just send your article to Ruth Pridmore
Can you help us save money by sending you paperwork by email instead of the Royal Mail?
If you have an email address just let Ruth know and she will add it to the database.

Branch Contacts
Chairman, Peter Thompson – 01423 870130 chair@mndyorkshiredales.co.uk
Secretary, Ruth Pridmore – 01423 530764 secretary@mndyorkshiredales.co.uk
Treasurer, Geoff Catley - 01423 870143 treasurer@mndyorkshiredales.co.uk
Branch Contact, Margaret Thompson – 01423 870130 margaret.thompson730@ntlworld.com
Association Visitor, Libby Wade - 07803 208139 libbywade22@outlook.com

National Contact Information
www.mndassociation.org

MND Connect – 0808 8026262

